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Baptism: Position, Questions & Promises 

 Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, not only for the solemn admission of the party 
baptized into the visible church; but also, to be unto him a sign and seal fo the covenant of grace, of his ingrafting into 
Christ, of regeneration, of remission of sins, and  of his giving up unto God through Jesus Christ, to walk in the newness 
of life. Which sacrament is, by Christ’s own appointment, to be continues in his church until the end of the world. 
        - Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 28.1  

God established His church in the days of Abraham and put children into it. They must remain there until He puts them 
out. He has nowhere put them out. They are still then members of His church and as such are entitled to its ordinances, 
among those ordinances is baptism.  
        - B.B. Warfield 

Baptism has been given to the church as both a means of grace and a promise. It points to the New Covenant promises 
of God to his people and their children and it is the outward marker of God’s church. We baptize new Christians coming 
from outside the family of the church and we also baptize the infants of believing families . This is consistent with the 1

historic practices of the church, particularly churches coming from the Reformed tradition.  

Baptism at Trinity is generally done through the historic practice of sprinkling with water, during the normal course of our 
weekly worship gathering. At baptism (both for an infant and for an adult) the parents of the child or the candidate for 
baptism is asked questions, the congregation is asked a question and then a promise is read over the candidate and 
then they are baptized.  

Questions to candidate or infant’s parents: 
1) Do you present this child in faith (or Do you come in faith), trusting in God's covenant promises to be your child’s 

(your) God (Gen. 17:7) and Savior from sin (Acts 16:31;1 Pt. 3:21), persuaded that God desires to receive your child 
(you) into his family (Mt. 18:1-14), and speaking on their behalf as their representative and sponsor (Mt. 15:22)? 

2) Do you present this child in faith (or Do you come in faith), trusting God to unite your child (you) to Christ in his death 
and resurrection (Rom. 6:1-14); to clothe them (you) with Christ (Gal. 3:27); to make them (you) a member of the 
body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13) and the kingdom of heaven (Mt. 19:14); to give them (you) the Holy Spirit (Isa. 59:21; 
Acts 2:38-39); to bestow righteousness upon them (you) (Ps. 103:17); to make them (you) holy (1 Cor. 7:14); to 
forgive their (your) sins (Acts 22:16); and to bring them (you) wholly into the new creation in Christ Jesus (Tit. 3:5)? 

3) [for the parents of an infant only] Do you promise in faith and in reliance upon the grace of God to disciple this child 
by teaching them all of Christ’s commandments (Mt. 29:18-20); directing them to fear and obey God (Gen. 18:19; 
Ecc. 12:13) and to love the Lord their God with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength (Dt. 6:1-25); and to bring them 
up in the training and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4), that they might walk worthy of the calling they have receive 
in the gospel all throughout their life (Eph. 4:1)? 

To the Congregation: Do you promise to walk alongside this brother or sister calling them to remember their baptism and 
to exhort them to trust in the promises of God? 

Scottish Prayer read prior to baptism: 
 
Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you, I called you by your name, you are mine. When the mountains shall 
depart, and the hills be removed, says the Lord, my kindness shall not depart from you, neither shall the covenant of my 
peace be removed. Little child, for you Jesus Christ came into the world, for you he lived and showed God’s love, for 
you, he labored and suffered; for you, he went through the agony of Gethsemane and the darkness of Calvary; for you, 
he cried: “It is finished!”; for you, he died and for you he triumphed over death and rose in newness of life; for you he 
ascended to reign at God’s right hand; All this he did for you, yes, for you, little child, even though you do not yet know it. 
And so the word of Scripture is fulfilled, We love God, because he first loved us. Amen!  

 Agreement with the practice of infant baptism is not necessary for membership at Trinity Church, and we leave the responsibility for 1

baptizing children in the hands of parents. Parents can present their children for baptism as infants or withhold baptism from them until 
the child has exhibited an outward confession of faith. 


