
The Holy Spirit in Ephesians 
 
How to use this guide: 
This guide will be most useful if you look up each reference in your bible and read the surrounding context. Then 
consider what the text is saying (in a straight-forward sort of way). Lastly refer to the comments section for some 
simple notes and observations of the text and its surrounding context.  
 

Text Comment 
 
 
 
 
Eph. 1:11   In him we have obtained zan 
inheritance, ahaving been predestined baccording 
to the purpose of him who works all things 
according to cthe counsel of his will, 
  
 
 
 
Eph. 1:13 In him you also, when you heard ethe 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, fwere sealed with the gpromised 
Holy Spirit, 14 who is hthe guarantee4 of our 
iinheritance until jwe acquire kpossession of it,5 lto 
the praise of his glory. 
  
 
Eph. 1:17 that pthe God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, qmay give you the Spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of 
him, 18 rhaving the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is sthe hope 
to which he has called you, what are tthe riches of 
his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

Inheritance: Throughout Ephesians there seems to be 
an explicit link between our status as heirs, our 
"inheritance" and the presence and power of the Holy 
Spirit.  
  
1.11 - In union with Jesus we have obtained an 
inheritance. Augustine's insight into the trinitarian 
relartionship between Father and son - namely that the 
Father gives the Spirit to the Son. The Spirit is the 
"giving giver" (using Smail's term). If we are united 
with Jesus - then we receive this gift, given by the 
Father to the Son.  
  
1.13 At the time of our believing response to the 
Gospel we are sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. 
Here Paul links our inheritance to the sealing of the 
Spirit. The Spirit is the guarantee of that inheritance. 
He is what is given as a kind of holding gift until we 
get the full inheritance. But whatever is given as pledge 
of an inheritance is generally a part of the full 
inheritance.  
  
1:17 Paul prays that these people who have been sealed 
with the Promised Holy Spirit would receive from the 
Father of glory the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of him (Jesus?) leading to: 
• Their eyes being enlightened that they would 

know the hope we've been called to (is this the 
inheritance?) 

• And that they would know the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints.  

• And (v. 18) they would know the immeasurable 
greatness of his power toward us (who believe) 

• In accordance with his great might (the very 
might that raised Jesus from the dead and seated 
him at the right hand of God in the heavenly 
places.  

This seems to equate the Spirit's presence as the down 
payment on the inheritance which is: The work of God 
to raise us from the dead and grant us authority in the 
heavenlies.  
The implication would then be that the Spirit's work in 
our lives now should reflect this future hope in 
meaningful ways.  
  



Eph. 2:18 For athrough him we both have baccess 
in cone Spirit to the Father. 
  
Eph. 2:22 In him myou also are being built 
together ninto a dwelling place for God by5 the 
Spirit. 
  
 
 
Eph. 3:5 which was not made known to the sons 
of men in other generations as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit. 6 This mystery is1 that the Gentiles are 
xfellow heirs, ymembers of the same body, and 
zpartakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel. 
  
Eph. 3:16 that according to xthe riches of his glory 
yhe may grant you to be strengthened with power 
through his Spirit zin your inner being, 
  
 
 
Eph. 4:3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit 
in tthe bond of peace. 4 There is uone body and 
vone Spirit—just as you were called to the one 
whope that belongs to your call— 
  
Eph. 4:30 And ddo not grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God, eby whom you were sealed for the day of 
fredemption. 
  
  
  
 
 
Eph. 5:5 For you may be sure of this, that 
ueveryone who is sexually immoral or impure, or 
who is covetous (vthat is, an idolater), has no 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 
  
Eph. 5:18 And sdo not get drunk with wine, for 
that is tdebauchery, but ube filled with the Spirit, 
  
  
  
  
 

2:18, 22 - Through Jesus, We are being knit together, 
built together (both Jews and Gentiles, this once hostile 
and universal division) by the Spirit who gives us 
access to the Father. This building, done as we are 
brought to the Father through Jesus and in the one 
Spirit (As opposed to a divergent law), is a temple for 
God in the world. The goal of the Spirit's work is a 
church filled up with God that fills up the world 
(anticipating the goal Paul articulates in chapter 3) 
  
3:5 - The mystery of Gentiles becoming fellow heirs, 
members of the same body and partakers of the 
promise in Jesus with the Jews has been revealed to the 
"holy" apostles and prophets by the Holy Spirit 
  
3:16 - **God's Spirit comes to strengthen us with 
power. He is the empowering presence. A 
strengthening of our "inner man" such that we are 
capable of knowing the unknowable. We are made able 
to be filled up with the fullness of Jesus and thereby 
come to grasp the extent and nature of God's love for 
us. Knowing this love becomes the means by which or 
the condition upon which we are filled up with the 
fullness of God. The Spirit makes this kind of 
unknowing knowledge possible.  
  
4:3 - We should be eager to maintain the unity that the 
Spirit has brought about and which belongs to him. It 
is one Body, one Spirit and one hope- given to us and 
revealed to us by the Spirit.  
  
4:30 - The Holy Spirit is grieved by "corrupting" 
speech that erodes the unity and life of the body - 
speech that does not deliver or give grace grieves the 
Spirit's presence in our midst. And in v. 31, this speech 
and grieving leads to bitterness and wrath and anger 
and clamor and slander and malice - it tears at the very 
fabric of the Spirit's work in bringing us together as a 
body.  
  
5:5 We have no inheritance in the Kingdom if we are 
marked by sexual immorality and impurity, 
envy/covetousness (which amounts to idolatry) - this is 
a sign that we have not been sealed by the Spirit.  
  
5:18 - Walk as wise men. Be filled up with the Spirit - 
empowered by-, your vision shaped by-, your behavior 
steered by the Spirit of God. This is a passive verb - 
marked by an experience that is wrought in the midst 
of v. 19 - addressing one another in praise to God, 
singing to God from the heart, and being marked - in 
everything - by gratitude to God the Father in the 
name of Jesus Christ and in mutual submission to one 



 
 
 
 
Eph. 6:17 and take sthe helmet of salvation, and 
xthe sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 
18 praying yat all times zin the Spirit, awith all 
prayer and supplication. To that end, bkeep alert 
with all perseverance, making csupplication for all 
the saints,  
 

another. This then breaks into particular household 
relationships: husbands and wives, children and 
fathers, masters and slaves.  
  
6:17 - We are at war with spiritual forces of evil not 
with mere flesh and blood. We are at war with cosmic 
powers. We should therefore be girded up in the armor 
of God. Notably in v. 17, we are to take up the sword 
that the Spirit wields: The word of God. This word 
should be taken up by praying in the Spirit. He then 
lists some extended refrains on prayer: We must pray 
in alertness and pray for all the saints, and pray 
particularly for Paul in his mission.  
  
 

 



The Holy Spirit in 1 Corinthians 
 
How to use this guide: 
This guide will be most useful if you look up each reference in your bible and read the surrounding context. Then 
consider what the text is saying (in a straight-forward sort of way). Lastly refer to the comments section for some 
simple notes and observations of the text and its surrounding context.  
 

Text Comment 
1Cor. 2:4 and my speech and my message were 
not in plausible words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of cthe Spirit and of power, 
  
 
 
 
 
 
1Cor. 2:10   these things oGod has revealed to us 
through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches 
everything, even pthe depths of God. 11 For who 
knows a person’s thoughts qexcept the spirit of 
that person, which is in him? So also no one 
comprehends the thoughts of God except the 
Spirit of God. 12 Now rwe have received not sthe 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, that we might understand the things 
freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this tin 
words not taught by human wisdom but taught 
by the Spirit, uinterpreting spiritual truths to 
those who are spiritual.4 
  
1Cor. 2:14   The natural person does not accept 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
vfolly to him, and whe is not able to understand 
them because they are spiritually discerned. 
  
1Cor. 3:16   cDo you not know that you3 are 
God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in 
you? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2:4 - The Spirit is something that can be 
demonstrated. As Paul went about preaching the 
cross of Christ, he didn't do so as one of the 
rhetoricians, he did so in a weakness of speech that 
was accompanied by a demonstration of the Spirit 
and power - in other words his preaching was 
accompanied by something that those standing 
around would've seen and recognized together.  
  
2:10 - He preaches and teaches a kind of wisdom 
that only comes through the knowledge of God that 
the Spirit must give. It isn't merely a kind of public 
wisdom, but a wisdom that exhibits the very 
wisdom of God that is unrecognizable to the 
wisdom of this age. The Spirit's teaching even 
includes the very words that Paul uses. These words 
interpret truths of the Spirit for those who belong to 
the Spirit.  
  
2:14 The Spirit gives us the very mind of Jesus. We 
are made to discern - to judge the world around us 
by the wisdom that the Spirit of God gives to us. 
This wisdom is folly to the men still in Adam. - they 
can't even understand this wisdom.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
3:16 - The church is the very temple of God, 
therefore we should be very conscientious of what 
materials we use to build that temple and be very 
careful not to destroy that temple. The Spirit of God 
lives in this communal temple of the church. The 
temple will be tested with fire, make sure it is built o 
lasting materials. If we destroy God's temple, God 
will destroy us, for the temple is holy.  
  
 
 
 



1Cor. 6:11 And ysuch were some of you. But zyou 
were washed, ayou were sanctified, byou were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the Spirit of our God. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1Cor. 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord 
mbecomes one spirit with him. 
  
1Cor. 6:19 Or pdo you not know that your body is 
a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom 
you have from God? qYou are not your own, 
  
 
 
 
 
1Cor. 7:40 Yet kin my judgment she is happier if 
she remains as she is. And I think lthat I too 
have the Spirit of God. 
  
1Cor. 12:3 Therefore I want you to understand 
that qno one speaking in the Spirit of God ever 
says “Jesus is raccursed!” and sno one can say 
“Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 
  
 
 
 
 
1Cor. 12:4   Now tthere are varieties of gifts, but 
uthe same Spirit; 
  
 
 
1Cor. 12:7 wTo each is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is 
given through the Spirit the utterance of 
xwisdom, and to another the utterance of 
yknowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to 
another zfaith by the same Spirit, to another 
agifts of healing by the one Spirit, 

6:11 - In the name of Jesus and by the action of the 
Spirit,  we are sanctified and justified. This 
transforms us from our old categories or identities 
that are incompatible with inheriting the Kingdom 
of God: The Sexually Immoral, Idolaters, Adulterers, 
Homosexuals (Gay), Thieves, The Greedy, The 
Drunkards, Revilers, and Swindlers. We are declared 
to belong to a whole new category: Saints. We are 
transformed to reflect this new identity into the 
world.  
  
6:17 - The Spirit unites us with the Triune God. We 
are united in Spirit with God. 
  
6:19 - In the context of sexual immorality and why 
we must flee this sin, the ground of this fight is that 
our individual bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit. 
We have been purchased by God as little mini-
temples that are being built together into a big-
visible temple that is itself a part of the gigantic 
universal escahtological-temple.   
  
7:40 - Paul appears to be defending his advice by 
explaining that he too has the Spirit of God. 
Background? 
  
12:3 - We cannot be in the Spirit and curse Jesus. 
And no one can confess the Lordship of Jesus 
outside of the Spirit. Jews who view Jesus as 
accursed are not among God's Spirit-people. Greeks 
and Romans who view Jesus as accursed are not 
among God's Spirit-people. The only way it is 
possible to confess the crucified Jesus as Lord/King 
is by being in the Spirit.  
  
12:4 - The Spirit gives a variety of gifts, but don't let 
the distinctions in these gifts in the church lead you 
to think that there are lots of different spirits. They 
all come from the same Spirit.  
  
12:7-11 - The goal of these demonstrations of the 
Spirit's presence is the common good. The Spirit 
manifests himself through wise sayings, speaking 
knowledge that aligns with the Spirit's work. He 
manifests himself through the faith of one (a gift of 
the Spirit), others heal the sick, others work miracles 
(expressions of God's power), others prophecy, 
others can discern between different sorts of spirits, 
others are given languages or the ability to interpret 
different languages. The Spirit of God is the one that 
empowers and gives all of these gifts -but they all 



1Cor. 12:11 All these are empowered by one and 
the same Spirit, gwho apportions to each one 
individually has he wills. 
  
 
1Cor. 12:13 For kin one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—lJews or Greeks, 
slaves4 or free—and mall were made to drink of 
one Spirit. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1Cor. 14:2 For wone who speaks in a tongue 
speaks not to men but to God; for no one 
understands him, but he utters mysteries in the 
Spirit. 
  
1Cor. 14:12 So with yourselves, since you are 
eager for manifestations of the Spirit, strive to 
excel in building up the church. 
  
 
 
1Cor. 14:14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit 
prays but my mind is unfruitful. 15 What am I to 
do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with 
my mind also; dI will sing praise with my spirit, 
but I will esing with my mind also. 16 Otherwise, 
if you give thanks with your spirit, how can 
anyone in the position of an outsider2 say 
f“Amen” to gyour thanksgiving when he does 
not know what you are saying? 
 

derive from the same Spirit who gives these gifts as 
he sees fit.  
  
 
 
12:13 - The Spirit of God has knit us together like a 
body. We aren't monolithic, but there are different 
parts to the church, just like there are different parts 
of the body. We are one body because of the One 
Spirit, but we are distinct parts within that larger 
unified whole.  
  
The goal of the Spirit's giving is chapter 13 - love. 
We should desire this gift of the Spirit above all else. 
It provides the unifying context in which the Spirit 
can express himself through the various 
manifestations of his work and presence.  
  
14:2-12 -  We should desire all the gifts that the 
Spirit gives to the body- but especially that there 
would be prophecy. When people speak in 
languages, they aren't speaking to men, but only to 
God and they utter mysteries that no one 
understands. Prophetic speech builds up the church, 
while languages simply build up the person 
speaking. Don't misunderstand Paul here, he wants 
everybody to speak in these languages, but even 
more so he wants them to all prophesy for it builds 
up the church.  
  
14:14-16 - We should seek to pray and sing and 
give thanks (in the public gathering) both with the 
spirit and with the mind so that outsiders might say 
Amen to our thanksgiving.  
  
 
 
 
Concluding point in 14:40 - Whatever gifts the 
Spirit gives to the churches should be manifested 
decently and in order.  

 
 



 

 

The Holy Spirit in Galatians 
 
How to use this guide: 
This guide will be most useful if you look up each reference in your bible and read the surrounding context. Then 
consider what the text is saying (in a straight-forward sort of way). Lastly refer to the comments section for some 
simple notes and observations of the text and its surrounding context.  
 

Text Comment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gal. 3:2 Let me ask you only this: bDid you 
receive the Spirit by works of the law or by 
chearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? 
dHaving begun by the Spirit, are you now being 
perfected by1 the flesh? 
  
Gal. 3:5 Does he who supplies the Spirit to you 
and fworks miracles among you do so gby works 
of the law, or by hearing with faith— 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
Gal. 3:14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might vcome to the Gentiles, so that 
wwe might receive xthe promised Spirit5 through 
faith. 
  
 
 
 
 
Gal. 4:6 And because you are sons, God has 
sent jthe Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer 
a slave, but a son, and if a son, then kan heir 
through God. 
  
  
  

Notes: The contrast in Galatians between faith and 
works and the Spirit and the flesh is central to Paul's 
entire argument. The emphasis on the Spirit begins 
in chapter 3, but should be read through chapters 1-
2 as laying just below the surface of the contrast he 
establishes there between justification by the law or 
justification through faith.  
  
3:1-6 - This section is fascinating. Paul points back 
to a shared experience that the entire congregation 
can point to. His entire argument falls apart if 
"receiving the Spirit" isn't a shared, identifiable 
experience. And his point is to say that they* 
received the Spirit by hearing (the Gospel as clearly 
outlined in chapters 1-2) with faith. They believed 
what they heard and then something happened that 
they could all identify as the receiving of the Spirit. 
And here the Spirit brings sanctification, again 
through the agent of faith. Miracles are worked 
through hearing with faith. The great gift of the 
Spirit and the gifts he brings are all wrought through 
the agent of faith. *** The filling of the Spirit is 
connected, somehow to hearing the gospel, hearing 
the word of God and believing it.  
  
3:14 - The Goal of Jesus becoming a curse on our 
behalf is so that (for the set purpose) the blessings of 
Abraham (all the nations being blessed) might come 
to the Gentiles - and this is that blessing: the 
receiving of the promised Spirit. The great blessing 
to the nations promised through Abraham's family is 
the Spirit of God himself.  
  
  
4:6 - The sign that we are sons and not simply slaves 
(and therefore outwardly members of the 
household, while not possessing the title of "heir") is 
the Spirit being sent into our hearts. The work of the 
Spirit in our hearts is to cry "Abba! Father!" I think 
this means that he confirms our adoption by causing 
us to cry to God and to see God as our Father, not 
merely as our God. He becomes to us something 
much more than merely the head of a household. He 



 

 

  
 
 
 
Gal. 4:29 But just as at that time he who was 
born according to the flesh opersecuted him 
who was born according to the Spirit, pso also it 
is now. 
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gal. 5:5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we 
ourselves eagerly dwait for the hope of 
righteousness. 
  
 
 
Gal. 5:16   But I say, vwalk by the Spirit, and you 
will not gratify wthe desires of the flesh. 17 For 
xthe desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, 
and the desires of the Spirit are against the 
flesh, for these are opposed to each other, yto 
keep you from doing the things you want to 
do. 18 But if you are zled by the Spirit, ayou are 
not under the law. 
  
Gal. 5:22 But ethe fruit of the Spirit is flove, joy, 
peace, patience, gkindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 
  
Gal. 5:25   If we live by the Spirit, mlet us also 
keep in step with the Spirit. 
  
Gal. 6:8 For bthe one who sows to his own flesh 
cwill from the flesh reap corruption, but dthe 
one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit 
reap eternal life. 

is to us our Father and we then are proven to be 
heirs of God's promises - the downpayment of 
which is the presence of the Spirit.  
  
4:29 - The contrast is between the Judaizers and the 
orthodox Christians. They were not merely born of 
the flesh - fleshy efforts to obey the law - marked 
prominently by circumcision. Rather, they were 
born of the Spirit. The flesh-people don't like the 
Spirit-people. This makes a lot more sense as you 
consider that converts to Judaism from Gentile 
religions would have undergone a two-step process 
to be considered members of the covenant 
community. First they would've all been baptized 
(men, women and children). Then the males 
would've been circumcised. Paul is writing to a 
community that have all been (presumably) 
baptized. The Judaizers are telling them that in order 
to be complete or perfect and thereby belong to the 
real covenant community they should now be 
circumcised.  
  
5:5 - The presence of the Spirit, coupled with faith 
causes us to long for and to anticipate the arrival of 
righteousness. When all things are made right and 
just both in us and in the world. When God keeps 
all of his promises.  
  
5:16-25 - The Spirit brings life and he also 
empowers the Christian to walk in such a way that 
we do not simply gratify our fleshy cravings. The 
flesh with all of its compulsive cravings and the 
Spirit are opposed to one another. This is why, 
ironically, seeking to be justified through the signs 
of the law will never bring righteousness. We are 
relying on our flesh to do the law, when it is 
incapable of doing so. Only the Spirit can lead us 
into faithful obedience which Paul describes as fruit. 
If our life is in the Spirit (in other words we find our 
justification and righteousness through faith in the 
work of Jesus that leads to our receiving of the 
Spirit), then we will bear the fruits of the Spirit that 
go beyond any mere outward obedience to the law. 
We will keep in step with the Spirit's life.  
  
 6:8 - Sowing to the flesh - which seems to be the 
opposite of doing good and sharing with good 
teachers of the word - will lead to corruption. While 
sowing to the Spirit (doing that which is good and 
sharing with teachers of the word) will produce life.   



 

 

 


